










an extended period of time then it likely would have altered its plans regarding the timing of 
putting the CNG facility in service and not entered into a CNG supply contract in advance of the 
2017–2018 winter season. 

The second obstacle to the CNG facility going online, and the second permission needed before 
serving CNG, arose from the conditions imposed in Order No. 26,065: 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Liberty provide the final 
comprehensive plans and reports as described above; and it 
is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Liberty shall not flow any gas 
through the CNG/LNG installation in Keene until the 
Commission's Safety Division has found the required plans 
and reports adequate, and completed its physical inspection 
of the facilities as described above. 

This language indicates that the ability to grant permission rested with the Commission’s 
Safety Division with no mention that further action by the Commission would be 
necessary.1  The requirement to obtain Safety Division approval gave rise to nearly a two 
year delay. 

As the Company proceeded to provide plans and reports as required in Order No. 26,065, 
it became apparent that there was a significant difference in interpretation of the 
appropriate demarcation point on the CNG decompression equipment between where 
ASME B31.3 and 49 CFR Part 192 standards applied.  The Company submitted its 
documentation consistent with ASME B31.3, which is the code governing the supplier of 
the CNG skid and is what that company used in its other installations of CNG unloading 
facilities, including those that feed into utility transmission and distribution piping, 
throughout the country.  As part of that documentation, the demarcation point between 
the applicability of ASME B31.3 and 49 CFR Part 192 would be the outlet flange after 
the decompression was complete.  The Safety Division, while acknowledging that 
“[t]here is no single applicable safety standard used within New Hampshire, nor 
nationwide, for CNG trailers,”2 applied 49 CFR Part 192 to the installation as part of its 
assessment of the CNG installation, which meant that the demarcation point was the hose 
that connects the decompression facility to the trailers.  This interpretation was not 
expected by the Company and resulted in the entire CNG skid having to be modified to 
meet the different standards, and also necessitated significant revisions to the Company’s 
documentation, including the documentation of the owner of the CNG skid.  The Safety 
Division’s October 3, 2018, Adequacy Assessment took approximately a year to produce.  

1 The Company did not definitively learn that Commission approval of the Safety Division’s assessment was a 
portion of the permission until twenty-one months later when the Commission issued Order No. 26,274 (July 24, 
2019) and “accepted” and approved the Safety Division’s assessment. 
2 NHPUC Safety Division Adequacy Assessment of the Proposed Compressed Natural Gas Installation by Liberty 
Utilities - Keene, NH Division (October 3, 2018) at 7. 
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